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The CuL.ver City (Calif.) Schools' Spanish Immersion 
Pfoq-am- (SIP) offers an innovative and highly success ful approach to 
*he dev-ldpmeht of proficiency in .a forei.gnManguage in the 
;?on,^n-ar? arados This approach differs fro^ most bilingual programs, 

ttaffL'rheilrst two'?ears the students 'are completely immersed 
In Spanish. When "the students reach second ^^^f ^J^;^ ^^'^^^^ , 
^•nglish -instruction is added to ^-^e . progrt,m Addition al^nstruc.ion^ 
•.^ish.is added each year^unt l, by sixth grad^^^^ time 



-^i-^F^— P^^f^el-^ sh s added eacn year uu-.^-Lr o^^-*. ^^^^^^ -..^ 
tr^^wo languages will be approximately, equal. Begun m J^71, the 
program is aimld primarily a^. the naUve/English-speaking child, ^ 
ai?hou-q,h-a few Spanish-speaking child^ e:^- are ^1^°^^^;° 

program has been inexpensive to °P^^^"'^^b^^^■'^^^^^° ^jH\f teLhers 
b^en required. The r<:>gular elejneritary pirogra.m is ^|;^5ht by teachers 
who are^hemselves biMnsual.^ TheT just .^appen to %e teaching in ^ 
Soan^sh onablirig the si uW^ri^to^afeorb \ the language m a way that 
's ^^tS^airalmoIt casuk^ Test sc<^res in\dicate. that students also do 
Is Soi? as or betfer.thah the students in\the regular 
English-speaking classrooms their masteVy of basic skills. 
(Author) 
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THE CULVER CITY SCHOOLS' .SPANISH IMERSION PROGRAM; 
' , LOW COST -.-HIGH YIELD ' 

Rpsalyn Ru^alph l^lmar 
. 0 ; . Beverly Hills High School „ 

The' Culver City Unified School District's Spanish Immersion Program 
(SIP) at El Mariifo School is dne of the most exciting, innovative, and ^ 
successful developments taking place today in the public elementary schools. 

'This program has-been startlingly effective in giving English-speaking 
students native-like proficiency in Spanish,, with no loss in their ability to 
use English. 

Third-grade students who entered the program four years ago in the kinder- 
garten group can now converse freely in Spanish.. Many current second graders 
are also quite" fluent . This achievement is due largely to the unique mono- 
. lingual approach to Spanish uSed in the program, according to Irma Noriega 
Wright, one of the instructors. 

In contrast to similar programs, which have attempted to be bilingual 
from the start, the teachers in the Spanish Immersion Program «P^f . . , 

Spanish wi£h the children during kindergarten and first grade, and the children 
respond in Spanish. The teachers treat the .students exactly as if they were 
natiive- speakers of Spanish. No memorisation or rote drills are used. As ope 
student put it during a .television interview, "We're not studying Spanish; 
we're learning things in Spanish." 

By, this natural, seemingly casual approach, the students acquire a second 
language in almost the same way as they did their native language. They are 
surrounded by the sounds of the language; they listen, they understand, they^ 
speak. 

And the children love it. To them, learning a new language is an exciting 

■ adventure.—not the chore it often becomes when approached as a formal study,. • 

Now in- its- fourth year, tha program presently involves four grades (kin- 
dergarten through grade 3) and three bilingual teachers working m a team 
situation. The District plans to add one grade per year until the program 

■ covers kindergarten through grade 6. - , 

Through the school's science and physical education instructors, the child- 
ren in the Spanish Immersion Program begin receiving some of their instruction 
• in English during the first grade. English reading is added during the second 
grade, taught by the teachers in the Immersion Program. It is planned that the 
number of subjects taught in English Mil be increased each ^year until grade 6, 
at which time English and Spanish will be used in equal amounts. 
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For such an outstanding and innovative program, one might assume that 
large amounts -of money would be needed. In fact, this;'-is not tne case. There, 
has been no additional money needed fd pay special J^^^^^^^tors It was neces- 
sary merely to fifid qualified elementary teachers who were proficient in both 
Span.-sK and English. The only expense to the District has been a smai; cash 
outlay' for textbooks and supplemental materials m Spanish. 

Students benefit. from being in the Immersion Program in several ways. ^ 
The primary on'e, of course,- is that they . acquire a ssecond language-and that 
they do-so^n a way that is natural and almost effortless Any P^^^ 
struggled through Vocabulary lists, verb conjugations, and ."conversation exer 
cises while studying a foreign language can only envy the ease and unself- 
conscious way in which these youngsters approach Spanish. 

In addition to the acquisition of a. second language, the students also 
develop a broad understanding and appreciation of a culture °ther than their 
nalive o1,e. As Dr. Julian Nava, Los Angeles City Schools Board of Education 
^emblr, has stated, "The disadvantaged child of the future will be the one who 
knows only one language and one culture. , 

•Another Apparent advantage to Immersion students is that they are, first A, 

leKn to read it, according to Sra. Wright. After developing basic reading 
sktus in Spanish, -which follows a simple and sonsistent written code, the 
sO^^ents approach 'the inconsistencies of written English with confidence whe^ 
iti is ntroduced formally in the second grade. In fact, many 

iiive already acquired the ability to read English, before they reach the second 
g?Ide As the former principal. Vera Jashn^_, pointed^ out at a parents meeting, 
'"^Tou can't keep them from learning to read!" 

: For native speakers of-S.panish, who may enter, the program when they are 
tirst graders, the benefits can sometimes be dramatic. One boy had been classi- 
ified as a?"slow learner" prior to entering the program. After a year he Wa^ m 
^the top reading group in both Spanish and^lnglish. Another student who had 
been declared "hopeless", by her former reading teacher is now making steady 
.'progress and has developed k positive attitude toward school. Perhaps the real- 
■ ; fzal^on that their native language and culture are ^ighly.valued motiva es such 
' students to succeed. Culver City can pride itself on having a good start toward 
; meeting the Supreme Court's recent requirement that st:udents whose native lan- 
l guage is not English must have programs designed to meet their needs. 

; Will there be any detriment to Spanish Immersion students in their ability 

^ to use English? Apparently not, according to Dr. Andrew Cohen of the UCLA 
^ English department'' Dr. Cohen, who has been assisting the District - evaluat- 
ing the program, states that on tests given tS the Immersion Program students 
and to control groups since 1971, the children in the Immersion Program have 
done as well' as or better than those in the regular program. 
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M.^ T 8 level When the test was given the following year, seconu g 
at the l.a leve±. wneu ^ 9 q 1 pvel while these same Immersion 

in the regular program scored at the ^-^S level while t _^ 

students were at the 3.3 grade level-half a y^^J f^^^ acceleration in math 
ular program. It is interesting to note that a ^^"^^^^ ^'^^^^^^t Canada, 
skills ^as observed in a French immersibn program^in ^^^^f ^^^^^i,, ,,,u-a . 
Obviously, the SIP st.udents are not "falling . ^ Dr. Cohen 

concern sometimes expressed by P-f^^^^^^^^f Reading' in Spanish, these 
■ further reports that oTi the Inter-^erican Test of heading P ^ 

same Immersion second graders performed nearly as well as a comparison g p ^ 
of students in Ecuador. , " ■ 

u <- Kocf wav to really understand the 

The test results are impressive, but the best way to reai y 

excellence. of this program is to see it in action. 

^ ^ o QTP r-l^Qcirnom he or she knows immediately that » 
When a visitor enters a SIP classroom ne or b brightly 

something very exciting and stimulating ^^^^PPXish' pofters f ' .gs , books, 
adorned from floor to ceiling with art work, Spanish P°^ters t- g 
and ^Btudent projects. All sections are humming with activity. 

The kindergarten^grade 1 teacher, Sra Wright ^l^f'J^l'^^^^^^ 
students on the letters and sounds of. the alphabet^ ^f an ob ecfthat starts 
shewing the letters of the alphabet and PJ^^^^/.-f^^^^^fte " A second- 

with each-letter. S goes s-s-s-s.-s and ^^ands for serpient^^ __ 
g.ade student directs a game o. picture bing or -oth-^^-^^^^^^ 
saving the wor,ds m Spanish, or course. 
of dittoed work sheets which she has just prepared. 

, ■ - -^-^°n^^^--rtiryrre'3"bra:srdidd 

- 'first-grade group learning that frijoles." (They're using real 

1:2: tro^^-ear^t^deft Tas^ S^^e'tfwork^ith 0 \hree parents.sit .uietly 
iHh; cor;er on L observation visit, which the teachers encourage. 

It is English reading time in the room of the ^^fl^'^^^^Zn 
,..el. T,e students are -v-ed into s.. sma l^gr.u^ that^each^^ ^^^^ 

Ihr^tXntf ^ead^fearly and -------^-jL^cr Scribed 

additional reading, Sra. Jarel is covering a wall with paper 
with the name of a book and the student who has read it.- 

■F^-r fhP c;uccess of the Spanish Immersion Program 
One of the prime reasons for the success uj. luc 

is th^fefli^g o? mutual respect that ^^^^^^^^Z ^^^o. 

parents in the program P/^/^^f^J/'.^entrtf b^y classroom materials, 

aides; they have also ^eld fund-raising events y ^ 

Well-attended evening meetings keep parents int or ^.^^^^i process. 

• serve to emphasize that parents are valued partners in tne 
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An early parent-staff meeting this year provided many parent testimonials. 
The mother of a second grader described how her child had served as an inter- 
preter for. the Spanish-speaking m9ther of a classmate whom they wanted to invite^ 
to a birthday party. - . 

Another mother ^said she felt sorry for , her sister, whose children are 
in a regular elementary program and are already bored with school . My only 
problem," the SIP mother stated, "is tryiag to keep my. children home from school 
when they are ill. Th'ey don't want to miss anything." ^ 

The parents, have frequently expressed hope that this superb program would - 
receive wide exposure so that other districts might be inspired to set up their 
own j-mmersion programs in Spanish or other foreign languages. 

It is the intent, of this article to bring deserved public recognition to 
this outstanding 'program and to suggest that interested teachers, administrators, 
and pa'rents contact the school for further information if they are interested 
in setting up similar programs.. Letters may be addressed -to Mr. ^Eugene Ziff, 
Principal, El Marino School, 11450 Port Road, Culver City, Californxa. 
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